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Fly high

Wake Up !!I! Getting up on a Sunday morning and being woken
up is never pleasant. | remember having to get up early
sometimes, except | will not reveal how early.

Back to the wake-up call, my wife quietly informed me that
there was a bird trapped diagonally across from our house. Still
confused and not interested in fully waking up, | asked, "How
long has it been there?" "Since | noticed it," she replied. Since |
had no other choice, | had to look into it. In my half-sleep, | could
not tell whether it was a crow or a pigeon.

| tried to plead with my wife again, but the look on her face
spoke volumes. | quickly made it clear that | did not want to
discriminate against her and acknowledged that crows are
always jet black. When | finally realised that it was a helpless
crow caught in a kite string (manja) about three metres high, |
took a look at the area. There was no easy way to reach it, no
escalation route like in the office.

I needed a long stick with a sharp edge to cut the string the bird
was hanging from. | looked around, but all | could find was a
six-foot broom (thanks for spotting that object!). Believing that
ideas often pop up in unexpected places and at unexpected
moments, | started brushing my teeth. Do not think too much, |
was not planning on taking a bath just yet.

At that moment the garbage disposal whistled. | hurried out to
meet him. It had been a while since we had seen each other,
so we greeted each other. | pointed out the bird and asked
him for help. He immediately asked for a long stick. If you can
give me one, | will try to free the bird, he said. As people came
out of their houses, not to join in the rescue operation, but to
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dispose of their garbage. | asked some of them for a suitable
stick. Many are happy to dispose of the garbage as if it is one
of the most sacred moments in anyone's life. | think for human
well-being we need to dispose of trash every day. Do not get me
wrong, | am not talking about social media or communication
media!!! They are implicit.

Meanwhile, in the crow's world, there was a concentrated effort
to free their dear, trapped family member, an effort similar to
that of friends in Manjummal. Someone found a long stick, so
the van driver made a half-hearted attempt to reach the bird
with his fully outstretched arms. The crow, startled, swung
back and forth like a pendulum. Our able helper was not sure
whether to aim at the string or the bird, reflecting our confusion.
Someone in the small crowd even expressed concern, saying,
"Do not hurt the crow, man! Our helper waited for a favourable
opportunity and continued with his tasks. | sincerely hoped that
the Chinese would soon give up, because there is absolutely no
guarantee for goods made in China.

Reflecting on this, | thought about the difference between
animals and humans: Animals have a good will to survive, while
humans prepare a will in case they do not.

Surely one can only fly high if there is no string attached.
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